MAIDEN   SPEECHES

that is not the line on which we can hope to insure this
country against attack from the air. I believe and hope that
the hon. members opposite will carry out the programme
which they have inherited and will safeguard these shores,
so far as they may, from the greatest peril of modern war.'

Captain Eden resumed his place, and the debate con-
tinued. *e Jimmy " Thomas wound up for the Government,
begged a number of questions, and although he complained
that Mr. Leach had been misunderstood if not actually mis-
represented, succeeded in investing the debate with some of
his extra special bonhomie. * It being after eleven o'clock
the debate stood adjourned' reports the faithful Hansard;
but as The Times acidly points out: e It seems probable that
only the Speaker's decision to refuse a motion for the closure
saved the Government from a defeat in the House of Com-
mons last night.' Mr. Leach was judged and found want-
ing. * The whole tone of his reply, with its monotonous
repetition of the phrase " for the time being ", and its utter
incapacity to grapple with serious argument, suggests a
dangerous weakness in the Air Ministry so far as the House
of Commons is concerned.' Whether Captain Eden had
been responsible for ' serious argument' The Times does
not say, his maiden effort was not singled out for special
mention. The truth is that in a somewhat inauspicious
debate he had made a somewhat inconspicuous de*but.

The following week he intervened in his special subject,
Persia. The occasion was the Committee of Supply for the
Diplomatic Services. Once again he played a short, sharp
note upon the imperial trumpet, but this time he also made
use of the mute. ' I would like,* he said, ' to refer to the
question of Consular Guards in Persia. These guards can
be maintained only for one of two reasons. They can be
justified only because they are necessary for the safety of
those whom they are there to protect/ He concluded that